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Music at the 1937 Paris Exposition
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INOUE-ARAI Satsuki

The “Exposition Internationale des Arts et des Techniques appliqué a la Vie Moderne”
was held in Paris in 1937. Many foreign countries participated actively in the International Art
Festival. llowever, in contrast to the smaller, more elitist spectacles planned before the leftist
victory, the Popular Front was stingy when it came to “Manifestation musicale”, or concerts
of the French music. The appointeces of the Popular Front created more “popular” spectacles
during the fair and the government generously sponsored the “Fétes de la lumiére”. The
“Fétes” were a series of evening spectacles, organized around the banks of the Seine, featuring
modernist fireworks displays accompanied by music that was specially commissioned for the
event. Among the eighteen composers. there were Marcel Delannoy., Claude Delvincourt.

Arthur Honegger, Jacques Ibert. Olivier Messiaen and Darius Milhaud.
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