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The Orphéon Events at the Paris Universal Expositions
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INOUE-ARAI Satsuki

Orphéon is a term which designates most of the chorale and instrumental (wind and brass)
musical amateur ensembles in 19th Century France. The Orphéon movement was created by
G. L. Bocquillon Willem, a strong advocate of the teaching of singing in schools, who first
used the term for his choral group in 1833. The movement was rapidly developed in France
throughout the century and by the turn of the century it reached a peak of popularity with over
1,000 societies in France.

In 1855, 1867, 1878, 1889, and 1900 when the Exposition universelle was held in Paris, the
Orphéon events were always part of the exposition schedule. For the 1855 Exposition, two
concerts showcased choral Orphéon Societies. The fact that Competitions and Festivals of
choral and instrumental Orphéon societies were held as a part of the official musical events of
great size from 1867 Exposition reflects their importance in the French musical life of that
time.

This paper focuses on their Competitions and Festivals at the Paris Expositions and discusses

their meanings.
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Commettant, Oscar, Musique et Musiciens, Paris : Pagnerre, 1862.
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