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Kosuke Komatsu and the First National
Choral Competition in Japan (1927)

# Lk xo%

INOUE Satsuki

Kosuke Komatsu(1884-1966), the president of the National Music Association, organized
the First National Choral Competition in Japan in November 1927. That was the starting point
of the choral movement throughout the country. During his stay in Paris, from 1920 to 1923,
he was so impressed by the competition of the amateur brass bands that he attempted to adopt
this system in Japan, but in the field of choral music rather than wind instruments, which were
expensive and not affordable for the common Japanese people at that time.

For this event, he preferred the French system of competition to the German festival system.
He thought that competitions worked better to improve the musical ability of amateurs.
He aimed at the “socialization of music” by the choral competition. Though the notion of

competition was not well accepted by Japanese at first, it became popular within several years.
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