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The Restoration Works of Japanese old paintings, as an example of A Report on

the Restoration Work at Image of Amida Nyorai owned by Kyoenji Temple
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IWANAGA Terumi, WAKIYA Sukesaku, ISOGAI Akiko

The Institute for Conservation of Cultural Property at Aichi University of the Arts began its
third year of operations in April 2016. Building upon a nearly forty-year track record in creating
reproductions of traditional Japanese paintings, the Japanese painting department was the first
to start operations. Therefore, most of the items that the Institute has dealt with till now have
been Japanese paintings or calligraphy works.

In general, the guidelines and processes for repairing an item vary, depending on the
materials that it is made of, the environment in which it was stored, and the degree of damage it
has incurred. Consequently, the restoration experts choose techniques that they see as providing
the best outcome for a given item. The support medium for the overwhelming majority of old
Japanese paintings and calligraphy works is either paper or silk; thus, to a certain extent, the
basic common processes are used to repair them.

In this paper, we will present the basics of repair processes for old Japanese paintings that
we have used at the Institute, using as an example the painting of Amida Nyorai belonging to
Kyoenji (a temple located in the city of Nagakute), which was repaired from 2014 to 2015. The

report will include what we learned in the course of repairing this painting.
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