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The way how Van Gogh grasped the skeletal and muscular build of the human
body, the motion of it, and the hands which held farming implements and so on

N S

KOBAYASHI Hideki

Van Gogh sketched and painted many folk of The Netherlands which captured the austere,
impoverished lives of the peasants, such as farmers, weavers and women knitting. He had
a deep interest in the construction of the human body, expressing its motion, skeletal and
muscular build.

After Van Gogh left Antwerp, he moved to Paris to join his brother - Theo - (whom he
was dependent on). Van Gogh also longed to continue his studies and consequently attended
Cormon’s Studies there, turning his attention to expressing the human figure's logical and
rational form.

In this essay, I am going to define how Van Gogh had been interested in the human figure/
composition throughout his entire life as a painter, by looking at some of his sketched and

painted works.
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