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Biography of Florence Nightingale in 19th Century Japan
—A preparatory study for analyzing Nightingale's image in Japanese government-approved texthooks during the Meiji Era——

L S

MATSUNO Osamu

The objective of this paper is to examine accounts of Florence Nightingale's achievements
in Japan, determining whether these accounts were faithful to historical facts and whether
they were presented as rationally acceptable moral models for Japanese people. During the
life of Florence Nightingale, reliable biographical sources were severely restricted as she
would not permit anyone to write her biography. Thus, there is a decisive change in the image
of Florence Nightingale before and after Edward Cooke's work, which was an epoch-making
text published after Florence's death in 1913. Florence Nightingale's story began to appear
in Japanese government-approved morals textbooks in the 1910s, in the waning years of the
Meiji Era. In order to determine the distinctive features of Nightingale's image as expressed in
these textbooks, we must first survey as many articles as possible written about her life in other
publications before her death.

In this study, we researched 26 articles. It appears that at least 8 articles presented rational
explanations as to why she was appointed as the leader of the nurse party. These accounts
were not only faithful to historical facts, but also presented explanations of her achievements
that were rationally acceptable in terms of moral education. More significantly, there were two
or three writers even in Japan who indicated clear understanding of the significance of her
achievements in the history of morality. Namely, they expressed understanding that she was
forced to revolt against traditional standards and that she had to create new traditions through

hardship.
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