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The Diffusion of Western Music in the Forties of the Meiji Era Nagoya : On the

Basis of the News Accounts of Musical Performance in the Nagoya-Shinbun
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OZAWA Yukoe

It has been pointed that Western music began to be spread in Nagoya late in the Meiji era.
But little is known about the actual state of Western Music in Meiji Nagoya. In this paper, I
clarify the process of its difussion in the forties of the Meiji era, basing on the news accounts of
musical performance in the Nagoya-Shinbun which was one of the leading newspaper at that time
Nagoya.

By surveying the news items, various kinds of musical performance in public are found :
the concerts by foreign musicians and prominent Japanese musicians, the concerts which has
Japanese and European elements, the concerts at the competitive exhibition in 1910, the variety
show, and musical entertainment at the meetings . We can see from them that, while traditional
Japanese music enjoyed general popularity, Western music was gradually diffused in Meiji

Nagoya.
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