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Chinese Music in Japanese Movies during World War II and the Postwar Period
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Abstract

Japanese movies with themes or subject matter involving China (including Taiwan and
Hong Kong) were produced and released around the World War II period in Japan. Even today,
these movies are consistently recognized as forming a significant page in the history of Japanese
film. Besides prewar documentary films and postwar entertainment works, most of these movies,
starred Yoshiko Yamaguchi (IL[Tifl) also known as Li XiangLan (%% ). These films often
used Chinese music, including Chinese-flavored tunes; music of Sinicism as songs, or BGM with
a Chinese flavor.

Although Li Xianglan, i.e. Yoshiko Yamaguchi re-started her entertainment activities in
Japan soon after the end of World War II, she soon retired from the entertainment world. Her
disappearance was a great loss to show business at that time, and resulted in a“Li XiangLan loss
syndrome”in the movies and popular music of Japan.

Therefore, in order to recapture the image of Li XianglLan, numerous movies with Chinese
theme or subjects were produced and shown (sometimes in co-operation with Taiwan or Hong
Kong), at the same time, Chinese-favored tunes also maintained a high popularity in post-war
Japan. It could be said that they played an important role as a substitute for Li XiangLan.

After Japan re-established diplomatic relations with mainland China, starting from
the1980’s in particular, many Chinese films that referred to Chinese traditional performing arts
and music were widely shown in Japan. Nevertheless, the “fantastic” favoritism toward “romantic”
China and her music (for instance, the extra-ordinary love for Erhu — i#f ) strongly persists

among Japanese people today.
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