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A Comprehensive Study on the “Non-Idol” Groups, DISH//, BULLET TRAIN, and
BOYS AND MEN as the Innovative Performing Artists of J-Pop

Wl B W

MASUYAMA Kenji

This paper aims to clarify the notable phenomena in J-Pop nowadays, as a new trend
brought by the young male group-artists, who are rising with “non-idol” as their catch word.
Differentiated from the previous idol-performing artists, the following three boys band-groups,
DISH//, Bullet Train, and BOYS AND MEN are especially worthy to note in character, and
could be recognized as the subject of this paper, just because they all have characteristics in
innovative style and distinctive ways of promotion, music-making, stage performance e.t.c..

It is also remarkable that they are winning nation-wide recognition, rather by fully utilizing
the new media like SNS (Social Networking Service) than by persisting in the efforts to appear
on the prime-time TV shows, or on the major newspapers or magazines. In this sense, they
have brought us a significant source of information for compiling into the history of J-pop with
fresh view-points, in order to explore the various kinds of issues, included in the contemporary

Japanese entertainment world.
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