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The replication study on the “Shotokutaishi-eden” hanging scrolls in Honsyo-ji

(Person description edition)

BPPEE. haig . IR

BANNO Tomohiro, NAKAGAMI Keiko, YASUI Ayako

This paper discuss the subject on the original portrayal method as part of our findings
in the replication study on the “Shotokutaishi-eden” hanging scrolls in Honsyo-ji conducted
between 2010 and 2014.

“Shotokutaishi-eden” on silk is one of the largest piece among the eden, or illustrated
biography, that can be divided into 10 volumes, designated as an important cultural property.
One finds the typical touch in the design handed down for generations among the Jodo-shinshu
sect which displays an ‘antique’ style.

After our replication of the entire piece, we noticed a ‘template’ for distinguishing an
individual in the portrayal method as well as patterns to classify facial characteristics into
three types. The template for portrayal can be seen in the illustration of main character such as
Shotokutaishi or Empress Suiko while subtle differences can also be found. Some portrayal of
priest Eji may even appear as a different person. Nevertheless, it is likely there were no other
detail rules besides predetermined outfit colors: orange for Shotokutaishi, light blue for Emperor
Yomei, pink for Empress Suiko.

Back face coloring method, typical in Buddhist painting, tends to receive attention among
paintings on silk. However, this technique appears limited in the scrolls of Honsyo-ji, most
employing surface coloring method.

We can also identify facial characteristics classified respectively throughout the volumes
[1,5,10], [2, 6, 8], [3, 7, 9]. We can conclude from here that at least three group of artists have

been involved in working on the piece.
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