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A Study of Usage of Goma-ten in the Books of Kowakamai:
Analysis and Comparison of Three Kinds of Morike-bon-kayo-shu

O WO

MUTOH Ayane

Kowakamai, originating in the 15th century Japan, is a dance with vocal music in
recitative style. Despite its remarkable popularity from the Sengoku period to the Edo period,
it has declined today and the traditional method of the musical notation seen in the Books of
Kowakamai, which the lyrics are recorded in, is no longer systematically comprehended. This
paper surveys the usage of Goma-ten, the most basic element of notation for Kowakamai music,
through analysis and comparison of three kinds of Morike-bon-kayo-shu (Anthologies of Songs

in the Mori-family print of the Books of Kowakamai).
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