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Interpretation of Beethoven’s Piano Sonatas by Artur Schnabel :

Through an Analysis of Fingering of Schnabel Version
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From the late 19th to the beginning of the 20th century, many practical editions of piano
music were published with various interpretations by performers and scholars. In the same era,
a famous pianist Artur Schnabel published Beethoven's Piano Sonatas with his own revisions.

The Schnabel version is also called a practical edition because he wrote a number of
dynamic markings and expression markings.

Schnabel’s fingerings written in detail in Beethoven’s Piano Sonatas are quite distinctive
compared to other editions. In addition, he paid meticulous attention to fingering. However,
until present, almost no research on Schnabel’s fingering has been done.

In this paper, five noteworthy features about his fingerings are presented, attempting to
explore what these five features are telling, while also looking into the core of the relationship

between his musical interpretation and his fingering.
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