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Robert Smithson : From Crystal Structure to Non-Site

o R

KONISHI Nobuyuki

In 1972 Robert Smithson said to Paul Cummings in an interview, “ I would say that I began
to function as a conscious artist around 1964-65." And he also said, “And the real breakthrough
came once I was able to overcome this lurking pagan religious anthropomorphism. I was able to get
into crystalline structure in terms of matter and that sort of thing.” So Crystal was the key concept
for Smithson to break with modernist art and he used crystalline structures in his own works and
saw them in the works of Donald Judd, what Smithson calls “‘New Monuments,” the structure of
the city, mapping of the earth, and many other things. As crystal has grids that map the world and
dialectic which mirrors enantiomorphic structure, it naturally led him outside of the gallery and
to the dialectic structure of Site/Non-Site. You could say Non-Site came as a logical effect of the
crystal structure. He says, “The Non-Site is a three-dimensional logical picture that is abstract, yet it
represents an actual site.” And rocks from a site bring you “the ponderousness of the material” which

Smithson thought indispensable element for the work of art.
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