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Study of a Mica technique in a Medieval Yamato Painting Folding Screen
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Many Yamato-e folding screens from the middle ages contain mica in the base coating layer.
This is referred to as kiraji (mica base). Mica has a pale sheen, which creates a beautiful base
coat. Even though the role of kiraji as a painting technique declined in the early modern period,
it is used even now in karakami (Tang paper) and ogi-e (fan painting). Interestingly, noriji (paste
base), which is used in ogi-e, is applied similarly to the historic painting technique. Mica’s role
in painting involves mixing the powdered mineral into thin funori (paste made by boiling laver
seaweed). However, noriji involves mixing mica in thick shofunori (paste made by boiling wheat
starch) and kneading it before use. After several attempts were made using this method, a way

was eventually found to apply it to large painting surfaces such as Yamato-e folding screens.
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