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The Education System of Sibelius Academy 2
(The introduction of the practical music education)
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Abstract

This is the second paper of “The education system of Sibelius Academy”, which was
started as a series of joint writings with Akira KOBAYASHI, a composer. It focuses on the
comprehensive education system of Sibelius Academy, in order to explore the appropriate
and innovative education system that is now seriously to be discussed in Japanese music
universities.

The Academy is an international higher music education institution in Finland and known
as one of the biggest music universities in Europe. However, its education system is highly
practical regardless its scale, and has succeeded in supporting vocational career building for
young musicians. How they put the system into effect and produce the high quality standard of
the education?

This paper is a general introduction of the whole study and shows the reason why we got
started this research and chose Sibelius Academy as a model of practical music education
to refer. It also illustrates the position of Sibelius Academy in the music education system in
Finland, attempting to outline some dimensions of social conditions behind the education policy,

which enable the institution to conduct such efficient performance.
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