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Usage of music terminology during the introduction period of occidental music
—Based on “Music Magazine”— (1)

m ¥ 7

TAKAYAMA Yoko

Occidental music was introduced into classrooms through governmental policy in the Meiji
era, and went on to root as a part of Japanese society. In order to understand the process by
which this occurred, we extracted and inspected occidental music terms from volume 77 of
“Music Magazine,” Japan’s first technical music journal (1890 to 1894 Music Magazine Co.,
Ltd. “reprint edition”, The Research Institute for Publications). We divided the extracted terms
into six categories and examined two of those categories in this study: (1) instrument names and
(2) terms related to the classification of instruments. As a result, we saw that in translating the
names of musical instruments into Japanese, names were chosen following Japan’s indigenous
instruments and that instruments were classified based on the terms already used for Japanese
traditional music and dance. This study also reveals that occidental music took root in Japan by

being absorbed into Japan’s traditional music culture.
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