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On the thousand-buddha Sculptural Grouping of Tian Long Shan Grottoes cave IX

Tian Long Shan Grottoes, which were built during the Eastern Wei
Dynasty or the Northern Qi Dynasty, have a total of twenty five
caves and more than half of them seem to have been built during the
Tang Dynasty. Most of them are small only about two meters deep
and each is coordinated with five, three, or two image statues at each
of the north, east and west walls. The north wall is considered the
main wall. However, only the cave IX at the center of the caves, is
different from the others, the principal image of the sculptural
grouping in the ninth cave is the big Buddha statue of Maitreya, there
is also a bodhisattva statue of the Ekadasamukha, and a bodhisattva

statue of Manjusri and a bodhisattva statue of Samantabhadra. These

KAMIYA Mariko

statues were carved later than the cave statues themselves, and, there
are several Tathagata statues sitting on lotuses, in other words, a
thousand Buddha are carved in relief on the back wall, it seems that
they were sculpted after the initial the excavation of the caves during
the Tang Dynasty. The Lotus seats of the Tathagata statues have
intertwined lotus stem, and this is a very unusual thousand Buddha
image. However, in spite of the very peculiar iconography, there has
not been detailed discussion on this so far. It is not an exaggeration
to say that the cave IX itself has been disregarded. I would like to
discuss the thousand Buddha sculptural grouping carved in the cave

IX and to consider what theme the image indicates.
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