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Ryonosuke Tsunekawa and Music in Meiji Era Japan

This paper aims to examine the activities of

Ryonosuke Tsunekawa (1868-1906), one of the earliest

music teachers of the teacher’s colleges in Meiji Era Japan.

The Tsunekawas were a family of gagaku samurai, serving
the Lord Owari Tokugawa family. As a 7th generation
Tsunekawas, Ryonosuke studied gagaku from early
childhood with his father, Yataro, a famous gagaku
musician. At 17 years old, he entered in newly founded
Institute of Music in Tokyo and received a brief education
for a year of a music teacher at a teacher’s college. While
teaching European music in Aichi, Wakayama and Mie, he
published a large number of song books. Privately, he also

practiced as a gagaku musician and taught gagaku as well.

He animated musical activities of the region in many ways.

Japanese traditional music and European influenced

music coexisted rather harmoniously at that time.
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