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Tradition, nature and information technology in modern society

i R
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In modem society, material affluence is becoming increasingly extreme. Conversely, various
problems and potential anxieties related to housing, environment and education are increasingly
becoming a threat to peace and safety. As a consequence of searching for material richness and
economical efficiency, environmental destruction has grown on a global scale, and confusion
has become more widespread in modemn society. The main cause of this problematic situation
is perhaps the current state of science and technology where every aspect and technique is
complex and vast in scale. The system has become a “black box” and has started to propel

itself.

Therefore, rather than discussing the characteristics and disparities of each issue segmented
by modemization, such as food, environment, education, art, design, human relations and
community, these matters should be first considered comprehensively in order to reconstruct
their relationships. We are dependent on a social and economic system that has become
extremely complex and vast in scale. It should be returned to a human-scale condition.
Furthermore, in contrast to materialism, I would like to focus on the true meaning of affluence

in relation to one's mentality.

Rather than blindly criticizing the current civilization of science and technology, it might be
possible to find a human-scale lifestyle that is pluralistic and transparent in conjunction with the
progress of current information technology, such as the internet, even within our standardized,

vast and complex society and system.
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