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On “THE GREAT T'ANG DYNASTY GENERAL'S GOOD
DEED CHRONICLE” and T'ang Dynasty Caves of Tian
Long Shan Grottoes KAMIYA Mariko

Tian Long Shan Grottoes is a Buddhist Cave temple which was
initially constructed during the Eastern Wei Dynasty and it is located
on the outskirts of Tai Yuan City in Shanxi Province, People's
Republic of China. The temple complex was built intermittently
during the Northern Qi and Sui Dynasty and entered the height of its
prosperity during T'ang Dynasty. I have previously written an article
about the research history and study of the Tian Long Shan Grottoes
published in the Bulletin of Aichi Prefectural University of Fine Arts
And Music in 2004 (vol.34) and I also wrote about the Northern Qi

Dynasty Caves of Tian Long Shan Grottoes in the Bulletin of Aichi

E L E B N

Prefectural University of Fine Arts And Music in 2005 (vol.35).

In this article we will focus on the inscription of “The Great T'ang
Dynasty General's Good Deed Chronicle” which has a specific year
reference regarding the T'ang Dynasty Caves of Tian Long Shan
Grottoes. “The Great T'ang Dynasty General's Good Deed Chronicle”
recounts that a cave was excavated in 707 but it is not known exactly
which cave. We will estimate the original location of the inscription
and examine the excavation of the T'ang Dynasty Caves described in

the “The Great T'ang Dynasty General's Good Deed Chronicle”.
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Marylin M. Rhie “A T'ang Period Stele Inscription and Cave XXI at
Tien-LungShan” Archives OF ASIAN ART, 28, 1974-75.
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