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A Study on Tian Long Shan Grottoes
— History of studies and its problem — KAMIYA Mariko

Tian Long Shan Grottoes are located among the hills 25 miles
southwest Tai Yuan of Shanxi Province. There are twenty-one major
grottoes and more than 500 statues scattered on precipices. Grotto
construction started in the Eastern Wei Period and continued during
the period of Sui and Tang Dynasties.

In 1918, Japanese historian of architecture T. Sekino discoverd this
grotto and made its photographic records. However, in the 1920s
Tian Long Shan Grottoes were badly looted. Some of theksst
treasures were later collected by museums and art connoisseurs
throughout the worldTherefore study of the idn  Long Shan
Grottoes is very difficult. In this reportill wa  ce a history of Tian

Long Shan Grottoes studies and discuss some of the problems that

are inherent to this work.
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