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The 1878 Paris Universal Exposition and Auditions musicales

H E XD

INOUE-ARAI Satsuki

Music held an important role in the 1878 Paris Exposition Universelle. The Salle du
Trocadéro, built for this Exosition and equipped with a Cavaillé-Coll organ, was a vast hall
seating some 9,000. It was the official exhibition space for music performance, Auditions
musicales, at the Exposition.

This paper discusses the official musical events through documents that the author discovered
at the Archives Nationales de France. Emest L'Epine's 1854 proposal for creating Periodic
Concerts of new French compositions was finally almost realized, as the official concerts of
orchestra and chamber music comprised only French composers : there were even some
premiéres. Although these musical events, except for organ recitals, were not fully successful,
the effort of inventing a French canon of masterpieces continued through the succeeding Paris

Universal Expositions.
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