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The Paintings to beyond This World:
a Study on The Topos of The Paintings

WATANABE Ryohei
Summary

This doctoral dissertation examined the topos of the paintings such as
fantasy paintings and religious paintings, considering how to apply this
concept to drawing Japanese paintings in the present. This research aims to
analyze the intention of these paintings and apply them to the production of
Japanese paintings. And this doctoral dissertation is composed in four
chapters to examined the theme, “The Paintings to beyond This World”.

In chapter 1, is considered the Dream by Ryushi KAWABATA. He was at
the age of 66 years old when it was executed. This work is generally regarded
as a fantasy work, and Ryushi himself describes it as a fantasy-like work.
When we observe it in view of modern humanity, a new aspect of the painting
appears. Thus, this painting could suggest other interpretation than the
general interpretation to be fantastic. In this chapter, this unique Dream is
analyzed compared with other artists and other works, and presented a new
interpretation of Dream as “The Paintings to beyond This World”.

In chapter 2, the paintings of Koshu MATSUMURA are considered. He
was born in Kyoto in 1937, and started his career as a painter, later produced
also sculptures. He lost his wife and three children in a house fire in 1979.
He and his eldest daughter were the only survivors of the fire. After that, he
painted a number of paintings of his family members who died in the fire. In
this chapter, his works depicting mother and children are examined, and
analyzed their methods of expression, especially, considering the
relationship between the world of his works and the inner world in the
absence of objects. Then it is concluded that he created a polyphonic
composition in order to fully express the unrealistic space including such
“something like religion”. And it returned the methodology of production
obtained from this analysis to the author’s own production.

In chapter 3, are considered Japanese medieval religious paintings such
as Raigozu, and also the pictorial space that appears in the paintings is
analyzed. Through the analysis of the space of religious paintings, which are
paintings before modern times, it aims to return that space to the author’s
works. In addition, the phase of such a space along with the line of sight that
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appears in waka poetry is investigated. Then, it is intended to apply the
topos of religious paintings to the topos of paintings in the present.

Chapter 4 organized the considerations up to these questions and
examined how to return them to the creation of works, once again. Then,
while referred to the spatial composition of religious paintings in chapter 3,
the intention of “The Paintings to beyond This World” and “The Topos of The
Paintings” are re-considered. So based on these questions, the theoretical
framework of “The Paintings to beyond This World” are completed. In this
chapter, it looked back on author's own works and analyzed the results of
research too. And in order to create the kind of pictorial space considered in
chapters above, “Polyphony” such as “Amorph” introduced in chapter 2 is
used. And finally, a research work Threshold/Murmuring forest was produced
using this theory.

This work is also one of works that indicates the direction in which the
theme of these chapters, “The Paintings to beyond This World” should aim.
Through all these considerations, this dissertation aims to open up a new

field in the Japanese Paintings.
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