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summary

Life, Clothing, and Art
The Artistic Expression of Conceptual Clothing

Takehiko SANADA

This dissertation aims to define "conceptual clothing," its function, potential, and
significance. "Conceptual clothing" is a term coined by the author to describe his body of
works and practices that cover both fields of art and applied art. The author, who started
training in art in his childhood years and received a formal education in fashion design
and fine art, landed in a small village in Greenland in 1993 while traveling around the
world in search of the meaning of "living a life." There he encountered a scene of a
hunter's body and seal fur, which prompted him to question his living existence.
Subsequently, he held his first solo exhibition "Earthwards,” in London in 1994, in which
he explored the concept of life and clothing, and started his research on the meaning of
"life/living" through the medium of clothing, its signifiers, and symbols. This dissertation
streamlines the process by which the author expanded his idea of "life/living" and
developed a field he calls "conceptual clothing," by grouping his activities into the

nn

following categories: "clothing and human," "clothing and local community," and
"clothing and society."

Whereas previous studies on clothing focused on fashion or its artistic
representation, this study examines clothing in a broader context, spanning from its
relation to “human existence and life” to “society,” and explores the meaning and concept
of life/living of humans. The introduction, which provides a definition of "conceptual
clothing," the objective of the research and the table of contents, is followed by four
chapters that analyze the activities related to "conceptual clothing": Chapter One
discusses its "primary activities" under the topic "clothing and human," and introduces
the idea and significance of "life/living"; Chapter Two discusses its ""compound activities"
under the topic "clothing and local community," and introduces case studies of
community projects that engaged the members of different communities across Japan to
discuss the idea and significance of "life/living"; Chapter Three discusses its "applied
activities" under the topic "clothing and society," and introduces case studies of projects
that were carried out with business entities, art organizations, and educational institutions
in the areas of human development, capacity building, and philanthropy, and explored

"life as a fulfilling experience"; Chapter Four introduces the body of work and this
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dissertation produced by the author during his enrolment at Aichi Prefectural University
of the Arts.

In conclusion, this dissertation reveals the premises of "conceptual clothing" and
its system that uses clothing as a medium, in both fields of art and design, through the
investigation of its relation to the human, local community, and society, combined with
philosophical, sociological, and ethnological viewpoints. It verifies the importance of
clothing as a universal language and sign shared by people and communities around the
globe. It discloses how humans can pursue a fulfilling life, by unraveling the meaning
and symbolism of clothing afforded by human’s desire to survive, and sharing it with
their contemporaries. As an individual living in the age of global climate crisis and other
human-induced crises, the author wishes to continue his exploration and deliberation on
"conceptual clothing," so that he can participate in society and make it a better place to

live.
FIER WLE A4S / Translation Aki HOASHI
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