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The Actual Conditions of Public Lectures on “ELECTRICAL FIRE” that lasted
for 25 years in Philadelphia in 1700s,
and the popularization and demise of “natural philosophy” education

b 4]

MIYACHI Yuji

In the 1700s, public lectures on “natural philosophy” were popular in Europe and colonial
America. The set phrase “For the Entertainment of the Curious” was often used at the beginning of
the advertisements for these lectures. Many people paid substantial fees to attend these lectures,
finding them enjoyable. However, there are limited detailed reports on these lectures.

Ebenezer Kinnersley (1711-1778) conducted a series of public lectures on “ELECTRICAL FIRE”
for 25 years in colonial America. This paper analyzes 68 advertisements to reveal details of his
lectures, such as frequency, dates, number of participants, fees, venue, ticketing, start times, and
lecture durations. The analysis shows the situation that public lectures on “natural philosophy”,
initially gained popularity among the aristocracy, spread to the bourgeoisie and middle class. The
paper also explores factors leading to the decline and demise of these lectures and argues that such

lectures will revive in the near future society.
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8. Mnatural philosophy” #%& 1 DAZ{t

MFar O R R R ED CGRLAT Y| & UTORBEEDF I, 1600FERE oy R+
A2 (1660-) DFERTAE (curator) TH-72H/8— b « 7w 7 (1635-1703) IZH % LS FiahH
& % %,

FRRZEDOEATH 5 LS (B - RO A 7T A4 7L, Kih3:) [REICE T 5N TV
Tv IO LA LY L LTORZOEHRMN, 7HPF 2V i K o THEEKROR N8O 3 FEK
(M ELT 1% RN EDHERR (D70 a7 Y—=1R) miFicak®Eh
TEARIFEEEEIC K > THIEMDP NIz, EHIC—F 39, Try—HY vicEhay KRR cla|
KB ERD . BMBEZ X O KRB LTz, TYF2VZOMEICBMLELT ) -2y R
(1702-1745) 07 XY AREEHNCR O | P OEEREEZ T CHTz, 757V > (1706-1790)
&, EEND T AV ARSI KRS L T T « T 70V T ¢ 7 CHEEBGEEZ ML, F5-
AV —D Iz DITHHEETEREED 27D [ HH 2D K 0 | KR BRI R 2 T L 2D
Tzo F RV =&, WREFERTORZIC T 5 > 7 ) BT LT OET & 755 Tz 5 RIOFHEFE R,
PEEMN S 7 AV ARERMANES> TE2 T ¢ 57V T ¢ 7 OfiR HEAY - BABICE) IS ToF
F V) — OFE L IBRAE L D FREDFEMZ I 5 70 LT 8 DT, “natural philosophy” BHEMNE 51
KRIEL TV EERL TV,

9. Mnatural philosophy” &1 DFE - i85

7w 73 OEIERAV (1627-1691) DJfEZ32 ). TlFROERTEM L L THEHBORY K
(160 /7] 2 & 5> TV, TN TIRATRIZK D 7727800, B 2 F2RA (1666) D%, S
ELTOMERETINAZR 2% THF 2V LI RNFHRZIEBEEOSINE T TldE, Ya—Y 1
HICESTORY R (140 ) ZE 50, Y a—Y THOR FO/UIFREMN EHACE KD, /Sty
DIEEHENRETZ > 728, FF XV —FAEFEL L TOKEGEAN S HEE L it O PR & LT
21T RIRIEOIRIRZICHU By CRrdi s 2l 2 T L, 7y /6 F F XU —%K T,
natural philosophy DFFEIC X 2 UXATF TIEKIZ. HIZT 2 T &iEDWICED - 7, “natural
philosophy” BHE A DRRZEICHE 7o D DEE TlEA L T HFHLHEEEATZE LD CGELH
T e & LTHIMNRIGE 2SS T ENHMNE S o2, ilEZ T 5 72O E UTHIE(LT
5T LMo T,

1800 4FARIC 72 D Rl L ESEMRE U DT K % & natural philosophy {3 physics. chemistry 7% £1C
FHMME URIEE (scientist) & WO BEENZ CH THIEL SNz, T2 &, BEFEMEROERDT:
DOBERBINREL 2%, ZDRAMWITI4ES DT Z 2V AD)N) DLI—)b - KUY T I =Z—JT
HH.T TV AEMIC K BEKHEDTHDEF, LAREMEDERDIZDICDL ENIHAKTH S,
W), FEERHE IR, AEDEME S DA BROFH TH o724, T T EWEEHMRZ2E TS5
A (science education) DFEE L, TORIR, BEEAH ., HAEL LTOREDH ) F 2T LAIVES
Nizo HAD/NHEFERTEBEB b TV 5 TR OBFRFEDHNAE “natural philosophy”

40 —
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HE T3 < 1800 F M 5 DIZEFEMREKR DRI AAE (science education) Z7tic L7z D5
EENE T > TR TO—/5 THEESE Tld72\ “natural philosophy” BEIFHIE - B LT
Wo D TH%,

THF 2 TOREBRGEFEICSIN U e NI K D ARSI BRI LN 5 T2 47 T & I3 TEM I,
ROMRITIE S F L DA > TR, Z TITE “natural philosophy” BENKIE LIzE 5 1 DO
H. TONEZ SRR B0 2 il « B d 2 [BEEI BN L T ED STl edbd LEZ BN
B0 MEMCFF AV —DTFEE  HA I Z OWFNR 5N S 80, T ek AN Twian,

1963 ICHUEEEE (1930-2018) I & > T HERDIEEEMFRER DR AAE (science education)
DNz s LI LI2HRTIE 7 < | “natural philosophy” BE D{affiZz 5| Z ik < INETFLBREZEN S
I NIz I EBRIZ IS TIREE ) LW IBEED S O | TIRZERE ] DTS % T & WVRERINICH 5
IZENT2, TTHSHU “natural philosophy” #E DIEIE S 2 BRI DA > TL % LFEHIFE R
TW5, RHROEGEHD 5 “natural philosophy” BHEMWEIR LIS LTV DIZBIARTH -7z, L L,
EHEMRERORAEE (science education) TlX7RW, DE D IEEAE TlE AWV, A AM &
U CTH#RICET 5 INAD %25 “natural philosophy” #(E % F UEIG X & 5 155048, Al N THIGE
K> THERDEZEDZ K WL > TROENSAKRDHAETOHEZEZ % [T, KEXERZFD

IR,

Xk& s

U FF ) —OHHIAELHEOBETCHEMN L LTEDN TV D, FFH XU =X D ERGICT A Y A7l R T He OB 2 ik
DIIAVT L 755 b TOMZEMEH L T2 (Boston Evening Post, August 24 and 31, and September 7,1747), O
BHEOHORIEIZ DN T, 50 & T AR,

2 E i E] T17004ERDF 7 XY — OFFEASERSEED P23 /7Ht & “natural philosophy” 2 TR =LA RLZE52 5
2023, 85-102 K,

8 TENPARINENMER) EFREND T EMNL0D, EORA 22T 72 (1662) R (171660) TH2ZDT L] LRI D
AR MUBEEE [ U RIS F61T RV - Befrthml O g ) T E AR E 25 380 SR EH T, 1963, 84,

4 TR L) TORFTOF L U TIELL R, Audrey T. Carpenter, John Theophilus Dasaguliers A Natural phirosopher, Engineer
and Freemason in Newtonian England, Continuum International Group, 2011.

5O FHF U TIF 17134 (305D A5 17394 (567D £ THET, Yz A I VAR —MOEEEDT=DICHENID HEN
FefRlE Ny R74—F - a—b =Y 5[, 61 TR E TZ T THROFERGHEE 30 FMIE EHild TV,

6 MEFO LI MIEZ 159 2 DM LW, 72 BIED HARFNTHE U U U A A — DD 50 ARG SCTIE Y IRFO SflliA% &
DVIRYF=202V Y72 (AF=—=212V V7)) EWSEFEL—MTEIRL, Tz [ ) O TR U, 8ok
FFEBEAAD DD BTV RHHETE A A =D 2132 e IR TIEINTICH A TR LT,

TOFYFR LU OIS DV TORIRIE, IR 1L, Nicholas Hans, New Trend in Education in the eighteenth century, London:
Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1951, pp.138-139. HAGE T3, KHHA [7TzD L2V IR AE T2 ) BOBR, 2004, #ik
UGETHR 2016, 554 7,

8 ARBE OPEZETII BV DT, 17004 RO RHHIHGESE TITDN T lecture Z2 2] & 71w aff &g Lz,
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O X—=F U T T =AY CDOWTUE, WED IWN—=E KB SNFLLFOFHEA, #58h 8 % . JRMillburn, Benjamin Martin
—Author, Instrumental-maker, and Country Showman, Kluwer Academic Publisher, 1976. J. R Millburn, Benjamin Martin's
Scientific Instrument Catalogues, 1756-82, Vade-Mecum Press, 1986. J.R.Millburn, Wheelwright of the Heaven——This Life &
work offames Ferguson, F.R.S. Vade-Mecum Press, 1988.

10 it (2)

1 E$AFRIE, The Pennsylvania Gazette. Containing the Freshest Advaices, Foreign and Domestick. TENNOIE#E G~ )b
NZTHH . 7527 ) T (1728.12.24 CJO AITD Uiy XY Akl RMRA) O #il . 3 11 CEAMICEEARR (H 20
WIKHE D IS FEAT #iE 38 X A 24ecm D X T 1A RARC, FEARANCIF 4R =2 (KFIC 6=, 8X— 1T i),

12 it (2)

13 FF RV —F 41K T, 7 1 T 7V T ¢ 7B (Philadelphia Academy and Charitable School) D #EEFMIC 195347 A 10 H{F
THE<o TOKRIFIT51HEL A THFE, 17T494E 11T IBHNTT T2 7V AR RIS T, FERRHI T FAERELT AL 1755
FITH Ly IDHRENTEITIF 100 A2 BA TV iz, F- A0 =34 Ly DRIERHC R Z SRl OB & 72 %, 1Ly
DB TEEEE T 180 NIE . ARtld SRR BUAR 57 VERH D 1Ly D TRINA THE RN & - T ERED A
ik TERHUIT~131%, A Ly D16 17K TL 33 L Tz, 242 (Charitable School) (3175149 H 16 HICFE /2,
BT 100 A, LT-40 No ZEARETIEEFZERNIIORL, 8~ 18K DAEEM N Tz, ALy ¥ LR L BE ARG FR CBUNICH D . &
DY B EAEHE300 A, 10 NIE £ THE, ZDXYIIIVANZT RADIERE S,

1 CGRRETFBATIRFAD 0077 A V) Al B g ARG e 3 e & ALAR g e D ., LSS RI3H I & b1 > REEEK RS R OIS, XY —
B74IFNVT 4 TIKRD T4 FFTIVT 47 CLER{TR> TV 5,

5 HMAE T T E SN OB I s > T2 REE DR E VWBIINIE R TH B0 F7 AV —DAE e dHcId R R 2

SEEL TV B L FITIRMIC) T WEETI(ANT1951.4.11) LWV HEEHE D68 EIDIAHLFH 49EIHTL %, LML

FR&UANE L CWDUESKRIAD I EIC . RADNHE L CWERT UL, 2 OBIEN TR LTzl HIC J(HAF1752.10.19) 5 &,

HIEIC 78 T RHEEIE & LT e, 7200 5 RAUC K - THIERIEZDNS C L idan e b,

5 1 DORBRBBINEDEE SIRNHEATH %, GREFEEAIRO IE T7 < &1 20 A\DBIN#H | THlfiEd % LIATRL ST
&% I, CBUERRHO 1T IR AR I 10 AR D NV R THIEL 7T LRI E A EBRD 51125 5. Z Dl e
UC AR & GRIERHO 1 id, GRIEIRERTIRG O DI & 5 1T RARFMA RO T EEH &3 —H Lm0, NP ELT
LHfEE N Tz LHENIE N S,

— 15 SBUHIR OIS SERI N AGTLE H 5. 6 LTEHENH NI, UEDDEAMH & RMERICHUTEEZ#HDIRL
£9J(AF1755.12.25, 1756.4.8) TER:G##8IE, L LTEHEA LN 1 H2HESHOAMH & NEHICHURHENS T
U &5 J(AfF1757.12.22) TNUBBINFE O EENHNLFEIEZT 175> TWe T L7237 & 51T, 10 ARiERO MBIV UL
MEDOVORE N T2 AN 2 P TUSIIEAZ T 5T, L L, 7 U A AR E A — 2 Z—RIROD 2 3418 CTREFEDFHAE T
ELHEBESNZ, UL SR NS HIF TR O T ERETEVIZRDEZE XTI,

HRAESRLF O CBARRHD 4 [0 H GERE8 [0l H) OFFEA S — X > ORISR, GATiRED 15, 1671 H GRS 19, 20[81H)

OFER Y — A VI3 B 5,

CHUTRFD 14 MIHOFTEK S — AV DIRERLHCE T 5 H 2, MER BAEBREERMED Thb &, FF XV —RIEBES
LMY, ZOEEZNTIIM D TERD D LA MERIMOHNDIDICHEL ENTNBDT, 59 QITffiEh Lix<
TEWFRNOTTJ(HAF1767.1.8) TR T B, FF XV —[KHRICHRED KL TRMT 2 PEIC LTV 2 —HOEKHE
BRORALDHIEL 52 TL LS J(H1767.1.15), TORFEOEKZ, MEDEICT + FTNVT 47 « HLy VPRI AT
Ly s AZ ADHRTT IR VAN Z T ) ITHBHRE NICROFLHFID TN D L7 %, [EFRHRR L BIROEL T HEF DL, X
FEDTDIC HIRDFEET A DO —THOGERDHMNE Uiz, T LTI OLZHIRLIRIE T 2T Lichb £, TTiiH
B LET SHO28 HOHMEHD 1215, 1L Y TAFREEMTONS TETT . (HIE) ALy VIBL T0a K& 5%k
BZ2Z BN TES K512, FF X —[RUETR < B OREREXFEBEEBEOMENZMA 2 T L Z2RRLE Lz, TUT, it
DPBFICBNTEFF ) —KAFRF TR TR EBEAA, HEH, BXRUCOWTOMAZ TS5 LZRRLE L (Hi
1767.12.17) DE D 1766 DX 57 Ly I ARO IR L ORNGHEZ EHE L, FF7 X)) —EZDOROHEED 1DL L
THEXBRZ Y LTc, TOIDICHE AL TEMT 2l —E 6 7% < HBIASERIR G & b - 7o alRER I &V,

FFAV—F17H GEE21 M H) OFEXS—Arn b, bl Fzil UASTEMT Bz mHRLTWS, TN
FESLTTHAI Mo 1D, EFEMFCRIBE TERM>7DNE LG, 2D, 1769 FICHERIEZFF X —o
BLTWBA Ly VOUGEAE IS 5 T EZIRREL TV S, LiTL D FF7 X0 —3FHBIC DOV TR S D | #idi L ol
RIFEIH TRAED o Tc, TOREE, TV =050 THGOMEOTDITTEA V FefE T O TRFERKT %) LW 5 H

Y
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U, 17694E 10 H 17 HOMHE THE SN TV S (RENSEIK L 72D 3FH%D 17724710 H 17 HD.
PbEoT e, FF7 XV =02 2 & 2123 d TR VAR T Hi) ICA S H 2B L TH O | JLdad
HENTORORHEIGSEEFEE N T o Te L BZ 0N %NS 5,

T TTIVT 4 TR & A Ly Y DOREHE William Coleman, Tuition book “Book of Accounts Belonging to the Academy In
Philadelphia”, January 7,1751-July 26,1757.5 5 4 2| TdH % T E DHEE CTE 2, I E D IE, BHIE L HIZ 5 72hb, 1755
FOHLy VHERENPLANMEIDICEE, LAl O FHEOLFHERIXDOURLTHEEZTAILATES,
https://colenda.library.upenn.edu/catalog/81431-p3nk36m3w

18 GG A — AR =3 ETORDHA DI SHDOAMEH T, HHFE3H22H~4 A 25 HOMZBEIT %,

19 3~4 FITHT THEDN B - 12 TEEX S — XAV DA — A X —DHIC B ZHEN S FEHERMEH NN TA —ZX 2 —1%D 1 ML
MICdH 2 T &R LTz A — A Z—KIBIE A — A 2 —h 5 23,

20 1761 49~10 H OFEFEDOBIAREZE i1 11, 17709 HIZTE 3NN 5 TH > oo LETHO T 1L L %3RS
—fRiTIROBINE LD 720 T DL S DBIIGE DS, CATIRH TH% 3N ORIIAE T DIRFIET DT AR5
JETZ 5 TV REMEMN B % o

21 ] ALeo Lemay, Ebenezer Kinnersley, Franklin's Friend, Philadelphia, 1964, p.107.%7 XV —» 5 EADOFHEO D [Fhid/ IV

INFAFERICVE T, RAEHICBMONCBIZADDL LN LD ZLTVET ) LW addh 5, VAL E TFF Y —lEN

JVN R AGEE CHI S R IR 2 LT\ o) EWEL TV,

177443 H2 HD TR VAR T HI Db DIR il Z SIS P E N 723 H 8 HDFMFLRIC b | #RZFil Tz DM d A

Mo BUED 1TTS ISR INBEA T 4 FTIVT 4 T OET TV RICEH ZOHEO10H 10 HICIFEEZHF N TS,

A & (7) Nicholas Hans, p.144, p.146, p.148. KE DL FR A EDO SN OIEEHEIZ D5 £ £ 20~40 A< B LY,

2 H{J1751.4.18 DA EE TBMEE SV VT FRIE ST, BADOHN 1751.5.2 K0 FIVEIRICHE 5 Too URFORAMAE D
SOFEED 1RV F=2021) »F7=5 F)U=2J71. DX D 1 F)b=421) > 57=40001F &5 #EL— b CHE L7z,

2 Maryland Gazette, May10,1749.

26 Bern Dibner, Early Electrical Machines,1957,p.35.

i (21), p.88, p.91, pp.100-101, p.104. FF XV —DEFEIF 17624 K D 180K K (360 /711). 17694EICiZ 200K K

(400/7M) &7xoTce F T AV —OHEFEZFET HI1TE. T4 T TNV T 12 7 ALy YOMEROH S William Coleman,

Trustees of the University of Pennsylvania Minute Books, volume 1,1749-1768 (College, Academy and Charitable School) »'&%

%0 TDFHEOHFINDURLTH S T &N TE %, https://colenda library.upenn.edu/catalog/81431-p3348gn8h

28 it (21) p.l1l.

2 A=t —N\Y ROV TUE, PIRFERTT— =T X 5244 1984,

30 Fry MRFEGFTOZEN 5, FFH RV —F2E5[BLEZ LTS T ehbhbd, 1764FEX D FROMEEET B7dich Ly
VNIC K THEARAA TS,

3 CHTRER) TH 5 6 BEINBIRE - Te i 2 XS — AV RIS %, [HBHD Y J5, [H2E] sk 5070 &£ 3071 E
LA 75 o Te i L D A5 E Al 2250R > 7 (AIR PUMP) % fili 5 fe NEGRG B2 A B LADNH S TL L 5, [ O
#%TI3LIATHE (MASICK LANTHORN) TOEL W EMRH 5 TL & 5 J(HF1765.12.19, 1766.1.2) FF XU —OF#HE NS i
BREBCIR S N TOFD, 2850 (H29) R T OERERLIKTHED FME T3] ORiitg TR T\ iz, ZIT#Z g 21
IS THETRENWEMEDNEN LSTHN AT TEeiedlc, 9o LA LTI E Wiz B2 A Z D EoD =8
KT 6T IR 5 T2 DTEA 5

32 i1 # (7) Nicholas Hans, p.148. 32[E D2 AR AR OAFHERFRIIE ., 1 OFHFRH 2D BXZ2MIEETH 2,

3 [ (2) TORSITE CLBOC2 OO R O THZE) THH OZ BRI e E N TV 5,

3P, 1EITR > TIRLWL E WS KN D 5 12 L BEZ BND IRELFN D IE T ORES Y — AV RFThH 5,

3 JRERCHD ZZE I FHEOEF L () & G I3 —<#HF 1 I L., 2R & (3 &kl & Al 37 785 1, 2,
B3 DMEDNTV S, (3 W) B3 —<EFIEN (3 AR 137 T ET7HT. T LT U R B7 ZE7HTFMibATna T &
MEE, FF AV =3 ERID) 28 L1 LTU ) Z2D< 5 72805 BRDIHIEICHARN S

3 HOEEE TR L RPABE DI G, 2000 OFf 4 EPARFROF T — FI&, 72D LW IB—EF A2 ORI .

™
N

N
@

N
]

43 —



FHRIRN R AACE Nob3 (2023)

7wt (7) Nicholas Hans, pp.205-206.—#B7%2 iR, [ 7Y F 2V THYID TRBFEZ N L EME, LT 1 2 BI0DTE

ZORERITIND > TV e 1TATH RNV YV v IV - I—=F VG TDI LOBEICBINENE LT 1 125 0DV TERTWY

7o o TOLEDRICE LT 1 BB LTI ABHIERGHEIC DOV C ORI RR D D 5 .

TRHABREEBGET R I TAT Y LEOGOEEDRDT T A RX— R NEBESTMN, THF 2 ) TIZZNz2 0 OS7V v 7)

THREZIZTERE  ZIEEBINT E B R0HIR#EZ D oo THREDERT Y — A=Y Y O=ZRED TS

VRRAR—THoIT L LRI 2725 5 o Bk, 500, 8L RIECHEALHE T D & U CORHERREIETZ > T2,

HiH (7) Nicholas Hans, p.152. 1740 4EH, ¥ —F &, 7Y F 2V TOEE Fia-> Tz,

HitHE (4) p.38. FDEHERT, [THF 2 ) TORGEEIET Y R4 F U ADOMilN & 7213 Tld < 6 E ®-o

THRico THF 2V THEEE G A ORI OBEREZEO IS LiAE A0, G Lzt S v A AD=a— b &

FAETA L LY =T A MVL-AT—=T VT AT 2 —F 2 NOFHi# -3 —T 4 >« bU—T 7))V R =" 7 —

RRZBET ANy 7« J)—=29w R TIVANS LAIRD Wzl ) =2y Rid 172526 4FOMICTHF 2V TDOFK

KFMELTTYF 2V ZOMEICSINL, 7 AV A E &5 fef%ic—" 7 — R K220 natural philosophy D3 U T DBUZIC

Eote,

FF V) —OFFESIE - IE EARNTIE R, Lh L, 75270 Y LIEY v h—FATE, [Junto XHIRIETH S 7

FYo) 2oL LR, S, YR EOMANTe N 55 DM 11 ZHOY— 7 )L (P11 [The American

Philosophical Society Fi*EDJER EHIORAN T T Y = 7 b IFE LR NBIFEERPATHIEES 10855 25 2016, p.258) &L\

ST EMNLE, T A AREHITIEIRA BEA DN O ATz B EFEICSIL Tz L HEJITE %,

2 B U] TR AFTBE OIeiD mN— 1+« 7w 7 JTR22 AFAE WORKS 41 NPO £ AZHIARISET, 2021, 27-52F,

s FithE (4), p5. 2 DOEAERT [TYF 2V TOZHEATICEDIND LT, LWRBZHLZDHNT, LOERREST ],

iR O scientist i HEE D b 2 — )MV 1834 4RICH)& Tz, Z 41 & Tldnatural philosopherZs EMED Tz,

15 1794 4EICRHAN T E | 17954 5 Ecole polytechnique & e,

6 BPZOE ML & RIS DWW T, TREZSR ORI 2 S HE, 1980 DI M=% Rg L1l

T T2V ZOFEBICBIMUIEAT—T 2 T34 T VA M= 7)VRERAY =TV JLVETIVAR TU—=2Ty
RIE7 A0 AfiRHE | EHEICE D NBRPEEBEEEZ VT 0%, TYF 2V TORE S THRBPTHEE) 845 0 A7 EUT,
HARDHERICA > TE TV,

48 FifH (2)

Bl Z &, BOEEEE TRFERERRZE AdRa L S 1 K 22 D BRI Gk, 1974, IRFEFEREEE L HERPAC DV TORED 1D

L UTEEDL RO D %, BHihT] [THRIEHIA 22 ) OEREMIE . U COREERIATE AR & ) T BRI 250 R A Ad 2

51512022, 129-144 4,

0 ZAUCBILTO 1 DOGRE, B HthiE] [2500 4RO AN 251 C RIARSE B ZE DAL D T J IR 2 ATEE WORKS
6 NPOTENIERIAMTIEFT, 2023, 5-44 H,

3

&

3

&

=
S

S

=
©

nEE
i thel (BeEdes JER PhEahh



