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Karako-style Children and Puppies in Nagasawa Rosetsu’s Paintings

Nagasawa Rosetsu (1754-99) is well known for his paintings depicting
puppies and Chinese-style children called Karako. This paper analyzes the
reason he paints many puppies and children from the perspective of the
iconography and its meaning, the social background and Rosetsu’ s personal
affairs.

In China, not only children but also dogs have a positive meaning on
prolificacy and prosperity. Children and dogs have been a main subject of a
paintings since the Song dynasty. However, they did not emerge in Japan
until the late 18th century.

As its background, children’s social position changed from the labor
force to the treasure of the family in Edo era, and adults began to cherish
children. On the other hand, even Rosetsu’s teacher Maruyama Okyo
painted dogs as a new subject, although there is no record of a trend where
dogs were kept as pets. Therefore, Okyo’ s paintings depicting dogs may be

adopted as a talisman to protect children’s health.
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Rosetsu followed his teacher’s repertoire. He lost several of his
children, yet he is fond of them because he grasped their characteristics in
his paintings.

In conclusion, Rosetsu painted many children and puppies as symbols
that reflected the treatment of children in society at that time with an

earnest desire for children’s growth.
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