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Succession of the tale of Genji imagery
A case study with the screens of the Tale of Genji Wakamurasaki and Ukifune chapter in the Sidney and Lois Eskenazi
Museum of Art, Indiana University

This paper explores the propagation of imagery in The Tale of Genji,
focusing primarily on the Tosa school, as represented in the screens
depicting the Wakamurasaki and Ukifune chapters at the Sidney and Lois
Eskenazi Museum of Art, Indiana University.

Painted in the 17th century, these screens exemplify the Tosa school’ s
distinctive style in their composition and portrayal of visage figures. In
contrast, the depiction of women’s noses and the crevices on the rocks
illustrates the style of the Kano school. Notably, the composition bears a
striking resemblance to the Genji screens created by Tosa Mitsuoki during
the early Edo period. While Mitsuoki’s work has often been viewed as
incorporating elements from his contemporary, Kano Tanyq, this analysis
demonstrates that Mitsuoki was building upon the foundations laid by
earlier Tosa artists. Thus, the Indiana screens provide valuable insights into

the continuity and evolution of Genji imagery.
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= Murasaki-shikibu, traduit du japonais par René Sielert, direction scientifique de
I'iconographie et commentaires des ceuvres de Estelle Leggeri-Bauer, Le dit du Genji:
Genji monogatari, Diane de Selliers, 2008.

John T. Carpenter and Melissa McCormick with Monika Bincsik and Kyoko Kinoshita;
preface by Sano Midori, The Tale of Genji: a Japanese classic illuminated, Metropolitan
Museum of Art, 2018, pp.188-89.
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© Yukio Lippit, Painting of the Realm; The Kano House of Painters in 17th-Century
Japan, University of Washington Press, 2012, pp.155-56.
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Photo credit: Eskenazi Museum of Art/Kevin Montague
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