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Importation of Agricultural Produce and Pesticide Pollution
—— A Case Study of Philippine Bananas imported in the 1990s ——
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Today 60% of the food consumed in Japan comes from other countries. This reality
is causing several problems concerning food safety. One example is pesticide residues.
Imported bananas, for instance, contain pesticide residues not only in their peels but
also in their flesh. Some of the pesticides are not approved for use in Japan. Others
are not approved even by the producing countries and are used illegally.

The pesticides are causing problems in the banana producing countries as well. In the
Philippines, which produce 70 to 80% of the bananas marketed in Japan, the
pesticides are polluting land, water and people. The major banana plantations are
managed by transnational companies from the US and Japan. Nearly 7,700 banana
workers were affected by an extremely toxic pesticide and have become sterile. Some
of them filed a law suit for compensation. These are some of the problems of having

one’s food produced in other countries.
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