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Animal Painting and My Emotions:

The expression of animals in Japanese style painting

In my works, I paint animals bred by humans to express thoughts and feelings that
I experience in my life. Since I have a great interest in animals, this is a good way to use
animals bread by humans because it is easy to study their figures and ecological life
styles. Through my animal paintings, this research shows the basics of my work. The
goal of this project is to pursue the possibility of animal painting through thinking about

what kind of roles we ask for animal paintings.

The first chapter shows the reason I paint animals and the definition of animals I
use in this thesis. There are three emotions which I empathize with them; “cuteness,”
“sadness,” and “strength.” Animals bred by humans that have little connection with wild
life may be in a similar environment as people living in a city. Although they live with
humans, sometimes they show us their natural power or great abilities which humans

don’t have. I paint them to put my ideals into them.

The second chapter is about the concepts from each period of animal paintings in
Japan. I will discuss in section:

2-1 “Primitive age-animals of mystery and magic;”

2-2 “Ancient and Middle ages-animals of spiritual and reality;”

2-3 “Early modern period-independence from ideal world;”

2-4 “Late modern period-sketch and photograph;” and

2-5 “Animals appeared in modern period.”

In the third chapter, the animal painting I would like to paint in our time is written
about after comparing my own concept and the ones which I state in the second chapter.

As for “cuteness;” the expression of “my” adorable is different from the one which
appeared in the late modern period. To broaden its idea from only pets or household
animals to animals living in a zoo that have some wild instincts is the main aim.

As for “sadness;” painting animals living powerful and energetic lives is a good way
to express my ideal life because they surely have the feeling of “sadness” like humans
have. It seems the same to express “sad” feeling with those artists (the second chapter,
2-5) in terms of “living sadness” but my eventual goal is to express “powerful”, not “sad
animals,” so this “sadness” definition is different.

As for “strength;” animal have great strong powers to continue life although they
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feel sad as humans do. Their way of life itself gives me an idea of a “powerful” feeling

towards animals.

The forth chapter introduces my works to prove the conclusion I wrote in the third

chapter, including my methods and thoughts.

Finally, the result I tried to get through all these works is stated by clarifying what
those three emotions are. When I painted animals I could portray “cuteness” and
“sadness” feelings, but “strong” feelings were not expressed sufficiently because I
confused them with their public image. The feeling I think about animals that I try to
express in my work is my ideal way of life or simply my passion. Painting animals can

make it possible for me to represent how I feel every day of my life.
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