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"A Study of the "Twelve Devas" hanging scrolls in Saimyo-ji style:

Focusing on a proposed reconstruction of the original "Twelve Devas" hanging scrolls owned by Shincho-ji.”

B BF B

BANNO Tomohiroe

The “Twelve Devas’, a set of twelve hanging scrolls owned by Shincho-ji, includes four original
Kamakura period scrolls, along with eight Edo period scrolls in a different style. The acclaimed
original four scrolls are similar to “Twelve Devas” handing scrolls owned by Saimyo-ji,
designated as national important cultural properties.

This study aimed to reconstruct the missing eight Shincho-ji scrolls by drawing outlines of the
figures, comparing the Saimyo-ji scrolls with similar scrolls owned by Shogaku-in, Osaka City
Museum and Hohju-in.

A detailed comparing investigation reveals that all of the figures on the Osaka City Museum
scrolls are identical to those on the Hohju-in scrolls while the Saimyo-ji scrolls has slightly
different characteristics. Therefore, the Shincho-ji scrolls were reconstructed based on the
Osaka City Museum scrolls and the Hohju-in scrolls, which appear to be more representative of
the Saimyo-ji style scrolls.

This reconstruction study of the original Shincho-ji scrolls, which are believe to be the oldest
among existing similar scrolls, would be meaningful for tracing the development of the “Twelve

Devas’ figures.

F—U—F - TR (mage of Standing Twelve Devas)
- $iftEIEC (Kamakura period)
- P4PASE (Saimyo-ji )
- BESF (Shincho-ji)

- #7tX (a reconstruction)
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