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International Federation of the Red Cross Society and

Florence Nightingale in Japan
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MATSUNO Osamu

Some Japanese writers have noted that prior to World War II, and even today, some
people mistakenly believed that Florence Nightingale was responsible for the formation of
the International Federation of the Red Cross Society. However, it should be noted that this
misperception results not from mere confusion or misunderstanding, but rather from deliberate
actions taken to symbolize the organization.

In the Meiji Era, it was rare to speak of Florence Nightingale without connecting her to the
Red Cross Society or the Geneva Treaty. In symbolizing the concept of "philanthropy”, a solemn
virtue said to transcend nation and religion, it was preferable to employ Florence Nightingale, a
young, secular aristocrat, rather than Jean Henri Dunant, a distinctly Christian philanthropist.

The Red Cross Treaty, rooted in this idea of philanthropy, was the first international treaty
concluded between the Japanese government and the Western powers. Japan's entry into the
treaty served as evidence of its qualification as the East's only civilized nation. "Philanthropy" as
embodied by Florence Nightingale was an important issue directly connected with international
politics in the broadest terms, including war. Philanthropic behavior was strictly demanded of

Japan's citizens, especially on the battlefield.
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