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Decoding the “Mechanism of Meaning” by S. Arakawa and M. Gins (2)

— Possibility and limits of visual representation
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The present paper is a trial decoding from section 4 and 5 of “The Mechanism of Meaning”
by S. Arakawa and M. Gins, 1988. The original authors, painter and poet, show strong interests
to the visually unpaired and say that actual representation system of our sensibility is imperfect
and has a limit. Their focuses of discussion, in the above 2 sections, are: how to express the
three dimensions, such as cubic form, depth, texture and others, and four dimensions in broad
meaning, such as movement and vibration; how to extract the basic elements in a visual manner
and; how to find a limit of the representation. Whereas the original text mainly talks these
matters in painting or drawing, the decoding authors challenge to replace them in words to set

up a new type of translation between visual and verbal languages.
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