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A study on Koichi Muramatsu (1) The Biginning of the Boehm Flute Making :

Circumstance of the instrument which had been used in between the Meiji era and

the early Showa era in Japan

i N N S

TANGE Satoko

The purpose of this study is to trace the origin of the reason why Koichi Muramatsu started
making the Boehm flute. From the Meiji era to the early Showa era, mainly the Mayer flute
and the Albert flute were used in Japan. There is no record of the Imperial Household Ministry
purchasing may Boehm flute at that time. In 1921, Masao Okamura, a flutist returned from the
United States with the Boehm flute. It seemed that Muramatsu had been affected by Okamura’s
Boehm flute. It is considered that Muramatsu was impressed by the Boehm flute as the flute of
most new system in Taisho era, and he started making the Boehm flute in order to disseminate

it in Japan.
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Koichi Muramatsu, Boehm Flute, Military band, Imperial Household Ministry
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