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Two Bugaku handscrolls and Bugaku Performance at the Edo castle in 1815

There are two similar handscrolls painted Bugaku, the
one in Tokyo National Museum is anonymous and the other in
British Museum is painted by Ukiyo-e painter, Mizuno Rocho.
Those Bugaku paintings depict real Bugaku performance
played in the Edo castle on 14th May 1815 as a reward to
the court nobles and the retainers of the shogunate after
the Buddhist service 200th anniversary of the death of
Ieyasu. The handscrolls are a valuable and important record
of Bugaku performance in the Edo period, however, the
relationship between them are unclear. This paper approaches
this problem with several historical documents includes the
diary by the shogunate painter, the records by the Bugaku

dancers and the plans by the carpenter.
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