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Insights into Other Cultures in Vocal Music: The Songs of H. Wolf
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Abstract

One of the great lied composers from the era of German Romanticism, Hugo Wolf (1860-
1903) composed his Spanish Song Book and Italian Song Book in succession, using the texts of
Spanish and Italian poems translated into German. Regarding Wolf’s own interest in southern
Europe, he stated that he chose foreign poetry because of the popularity of translated foreign
literature in Germany at the time. As his mother demonstrated southern Europe family traits,
Wolf’s strong admiration for a radiant southern country is evident in both these works, along
with a feeling of freedom, and cross-cultural exchange, embodied in the music’s exotic rhythm,
melody, and harmony.

[ performed at that concert, while maintaining the focus of the pieces from these books,
additional pieces by other composers could be included, which shared the ideas of these cross-

cultural works.
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