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Abstract

Numerous collections of Russian folk songs have been published in Russian from the end
of the 18th century through the 19th century. Some of these collections, including the Lvov-
Prach collection, are known; however, most of them are almost entirely forgotten.

Due to their utilitarian features, they lack significance as folk heritage and cannot be
considered as a song that can be sung using a piano.

There are three old collections: Sobraniye raznikh pesen by M.Chulkov (4 vols.
1770-1774); Sobraniye russkikh pesen s notami by V. F. Toltovsky (4 vols. 1776-1795); and
Sobraniye russkikh narodnikh pesen s ikh golosom by N. A. Lvov and I. Prach (1790: rev. 1806,
1815, 1896).

This paper synthesizes the components of the collections as a whole. In addition, it
revaluates how they contributed to formulate Russian music in the second half of the 19th
century. Several tunes from the collections were borrowed in the composition by various

composers, including L. v. Beethoven in his Razmovsky String quartett, op. 59, among others.
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