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English Diction for Handel’s Messiah
on the differences between versions (I)
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G. F. Handel himself performed Messiah many times during his lifetime, and he
changed some movements or composed new movements for each performance, mainly
for the soloists. In this paper Handel's attitudes and his intentions concerning these
changes are examined from the viewpoint of English diction. For example, for the first
London performance in 1743 Handel composed the aria settings for Mrs. Clive to
replace the accompanied recitative, changing the treatment of the word ‘were’ from
disyllable to monosyllable. It can be thought that Handel composed it by not
disregarding her character and adopted a more fashionable diction rather than the
orthodox one. Handel pursued possibilities of musical expression, taking the greatest
care with English diction and experimenting with a range of possible variations in

word setting.
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