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A genealogical study on the truly versatile idol boy-bands of J-pop before and after the beginning of the 21st C :

From the viewpoint of image-building gradations brought out by the non-idol artists, as a marked paradigm shift away
from the mainstream/stereo-typed one
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MASUYAMA Kenji

This paper is a genealogical study on the new type idol boy-bands of J-Pop, who made
their debut before and after the beginning of the 21st C, mainly referring to the background of
their ups and downs. They actually presented a lot of high quality performances in the world
of entertainment, and their brilliant achievements in music/dance, TV/movie, musical/straight
play have been successful in cultivating a way to build up a new image of idol boy-band for the
followers. The bands should be recognized as much more versatile than the mainstream/stereo-
typed equivalents by comparing the performance ability in singing, dancing, and acting, e.t.c..
As a result, it could be considered that they brought out the gradations of image-building in the

idol boy-band, and achieved the paradigm shift away from the mainstream/stereo-typed one.
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