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U.S. Consular Reports as a Source for the Development of Piano Production

in Modern Japan
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INOUE Satsuki

The purpose of this paper is to explore the development of piano production in prewar
Japan through U.S. Consular Reports. Because the piano became a major product in the second
half of the 19th century in America, U.S. Consular Reports contain a good number of articles
about the piano worldwide, including Japan.

In Meiji Japan, Torakichi Nishikawa built the first domestic reed organ in 1885 in
Yokohama, and Torakusu Yamaha, founder of Nippon Gakki/Yamaha Corporation, built his
first reed organ in 1887. Yamaha also built the first domestic upright piano in 1900 after an
inspection tour of the United States the previous year. Nevertheless, as early as 1907, the
Japanese piano industry was criticized strongly by an American piano magazine, 7/e Presto,
with article titles such as “Jap Imitators Menace American Manufacturers” or “Piano and the
Jap.”

From U.S. Consular Reports, we can ascertain that the Nippon Gakki Corp. and Nishikawa
and Sons were large, well-equipped factories and that the Japanese tried to introduce their
pianos into the Chinese market as early as 1909. Since then, they have exported their pianos
and reed organs widely across the world. Ultimately, the Japanese piano industry became a rival
of the American piano industry, especially in China, at that time; meanwhile, the acceptance of
Western music in Japan was in its early stages.

After the defeat in the Pacific War in 1945, the Japan piano industry was forced to start
again from scratch, and it soon became an important export industry. Its prewar activity laid the

foundations for this rapid progress.

-123-



FHIRN ZNRAACE No47 (2017)

0. [FL&IC

AR, PEREABOHED S BRIFHICN T TOHARDOET /) 8LEE NI, ZDOFHIEA N
ZALEERULE DD b ZHiARE . Tz ERNERICE EETRAAD R TH S, X
RIS U785 T dh 228807 Bz 23k & DEBPED AND T &I YR xS A,
HATIEZNDM DN TR, 20z mE L, sy EICHE T2 X5 1ck -7, 2oL
TespNE s b B v, SRiE. EHEY Y/ ORI SO HIcE 5 Bz, H
APOERTIZTTHRL, TNETEHIN T Eh o ENOEREMS T Lick> T, M
DHICIEHZELTEZ %,

HARDREIELESEICEI T 2 BRI RKEDESKIC K > T, ZDE NN, BEfi> 2D TE
LZEFUIBESNTVE D, SRIFTZICHEHT 2 DEKEO TFEFRE ) Thd, HEMSE L IE.
HSHTHEMT U 72 SR B OSSR, RRICHRE « R THEIC DV TAREBUMICE > 7ol e « [HlOE %
159, HEBENBIHITHED 2 HRIE. BHITHAOSBA « ¥ 2 7 DIERZERZAFEDPHEIC L > Tk
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&1:1870 F~ 1980 FETOET /DEH L ZDEEESH (BiFTFE)
Estimates of piano production, 1870-1980 (in thousands)

Year Britain  France Germany USA Japan USSK Korea
c1870 25 21 15 24
c1890 50 20 70 72
c1910 75 25 120 370 10
c1930 50 20 20 120 2
c1935 55 20 4 61 4

W E

c1960 19 2 16 10 160 48 88
c1970 17 1 24 21 220 273 200 6
c1980 16 3 31 28 248 392 166 81

Note: estimates for 1960, 1970 and 1980 are taken from United Nations ‘Growth of World
Industry’ and ‘Yearbook of Industrial Statistics’; for earlier years see Ehrlich, 1976

IhzRZE 1910 8. A FVRE7THS5THE. 79 A 2455 FG. FAUYD 12 A,
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1270 S OERERODERICERDE G L. LOEZHI-> /o REBUFIC X 2 b iR
IREEDHURICTE > T DIETHFEETH O . [HFHIGENCHET LIcODHFTE o Tz, BHHFDEFHD —HBIC,
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