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EX LA
Study of the expression technique by restoration duplicate of the “Daibuccho Mandala”
Akiko IWATA
This study performs a postulated color painting on restoration and reproduction of the
“Daibuccho Mandala” (hereafter, the Nara Museum piece) at the Nara National
Museum. I studied the Nara Museum piece in the first semester of my doctoral
program by exploring the intention of artistic iconic expression. Then, I discussed the
kind of Buddhist painting that the artist aimed for, and also the contemporaneous
esthetic sense as expressed in late-Heian era Buddhist paintings.
The Nara Museum piece is a late-Heian era mandala. There are only two such existing
pieces. Those are the Nara Museum piece, and the piece at the Museum of Fine Arts,
Boston. It has been suggested that the characteristic expression of the Nara Museum
piece may have been altered by social situations and esthetics of the time. Further
study is required.
As a result of the study conducted to complete the master’s course, it seems evident
that the characteristic use of different metallic painting materials in the Nara
Museum piece was an intentional choice by the artist, who intended to create a better
image. However, the colors of the existing work are considerably faded Thus, the
limited number of colored Daibuccho mandalas makes it difficult to further examine
this issue.
In the second semester of my doctoral program, I created a postulated reconstruction of
the colors that were used in the Nara Museum piece by examining works produced
during the same era, as well as works that were similar in color expression based on
the data of the fluorescent X-ray survey and infrared photography performed by the
Nara National Museum.
The first chapter of this study describes its purpose, the previously performed studies,
and the research method. In Chapter two, the unique design of the Nara Museum piece
is discussed in relation to the historical background. Chapter three presents a
discussion of the results of optical surveys conducted by the Nara National Museum on
the Nara Museum. Chapter four summarizes the records of preparing partial
postulated reconstruction plans based on the observations in Chapters two and three.
Chapter five presents the process of creating a full-sized postulated restoration and
reproduction, and a conclusion.
This study concludes that the Nara Museum piece was created with an emphasis on
the beauty of an orderly composition rather than adherence to the propagation of

imagery while maintaining the Daigoji lineage interpretation. Based on practical
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findings, it is believed that the artist attempted to achieve a sense of visual unity in
composition and technique.

The decorative expression of the Nara Museum piece seems to draw on a trend of
expression modality that occurred during the late Heian and early Kamakura eras.
Based on previous studies, it seems that these works were created in a proximal
environment. Buddhist paintings of the flourishing late Heian era directly reflect the
intent of the clients and artists. The Nara Museum piece provides insight into the faith

of the client and artist, which aided in visualizing their ideal image of Buddha.
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