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Interim report : JSPS Core-to -Core Program:
The research on the contemporary culture of “handmade paper and artistic
expression” : Focusing on the revival of Samarkand paper
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SHIBAZAKI Koji, HONDA Mitsuko, SATO Naoki, BANNO Tomohiro,
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"Paper" has repeatedly developed, exchanged, diversified as an important medium in
the fundamental cultural formation of mankind. However, the "handmade paper" culture
that has been transmitted since ancient times tends to decline globally, and these are due to
changes in demand such as economic efficiency of mass production era and modernization
of life itself. For example, the Samarkand paper in Uzbekistan is said to be the most beautiful
paper in the world for Calligraphy (documents) and miniature (Miniature) written by a pen,
but it has ceased about 200 years ago. Also, despite the fact that Japanese paper also gained
international recognition as a UNESCO World Cultural Heritage site, the trend of decline
continues, there are many problems such as the lack of successors and the decrease in the
number of workers .

This research, with regard to research, revival and resuscitation as a theme "hand-made
paper" culture and "artistic expression” at the University of Arts in Uzbekistan, Japan, China
and Korea. We are aiming at the formation of arts and cultural bases to accomplish activities
to develop papers and techniques that can be applied to preservation and restoration of arts,

products and cultural properties by collaborating with the University of Arts.
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