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The correspondence between Nikolai Petrovich Sheremetev and Hivart:
A Japanese translation and commentary

mA (BI) &+

MORIMOTO Yoriko (TORIYAMA)

The Sheremetev Theater (1775-1797), managed mainly by Count Nikolai Petrovich
Sheremetev (1751-1809), was a typical serf theater in eighteenth-century Russia. The theater
has staged a wide repertoire of operas, including many contemporary French operas. Hivart, a
cellist at Paris Opera, served the Sheremetev Theater as a Paris correspondent. He wrote many
letters about opera performances to his friend Nikolai and sent him some articles used in the
theater (librettos, scores, sketches of the stage sets and costumes and so on) from Paris.

This paper is a translation of the correspondence between Nikolai and Hivart from
French into Japanese and provides commentary on the correspondence. These letters are
archived at Rossiiskii Gosudarstvennyi Istoricheskii Arkhiv (Russian State Historical Archive).
They discuss diverse topics such as the way of performing operas, some information on the
theater and music life in Paris, the performances held at the Sheremetev Theater. These letters
are very important not only for research on the activities of the Sheremetev Theater but also for

understanding the theater and music life in late eighteenth-century Paris.
XF—U—F : BAIUEBE serf theater, = L A —F = 7R DEILE the Sheremetev
Theater, 18 th#2=2 7 & 7 F 2 X eighteenth-century Russia and
France, 77 ~ & + #XZ L{# performance of French opera
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