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Research on the statue of a miner "KANTO" in the Higashiyama oil field

Preservation activities and historical facts survey of cement sculptures produced in Niigata prefecture in1944
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KANNO Yasushi

The cement statue of a miner "KANTO" in the Higashiyama oil field was said to be "made

by Nakamura Naondo (1905-1981) in 1944". The Preservation activities have been done

several times such as the production of a bronze replica in1990. I was asked to restore that

statue in 2012. In the course of the restoration, new historical documents and other cement

statues related to "KANTO" have been discovered. Due to the reorganization of the art history

during the war conducted in various places and my original research in 2015, the following

two points were verified. (1) The making of the statue was one of the activities of the "military

production art promotion team" organized in 1944. (2) The statue was not made by Nakamura

but by the collaborative work of Naganuma Kozo and Nonomura Kazuo.

This paper reports the verification process, the activities of the "military production

art promotion team", and the problems of preservation activities, along with the existence of

newly discovered statues.
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