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Musical Activities of German Prisoners of War in Nagoya:

Focusing on the Concerts from December 1918 to June 1919

£ B wa

SHICHIJO Megumi

This paper looks at musical activities by German prisoners held in Japan during World War
L. While living in the prisoner-of-war camps, they could take part in sports and cultural activities
such as gymnastics, theatrical performances and music, and could also work both inside and
outside the camps. For they were not only prisoners of war, but also "guests" with advanced
technology and excellent culture for Japan at that time.

Camp Nagoya was unique in that it was built in an urban area. Because of the conditions
of their location, prisoners and residents frequently had contact with one another, which led to
technological transfer in the manufacturing industry. As for musical exchange, local Japanese
bands performed for the prisoners', who also held public concerts in return.

In this article, we focus on the characteristics of the musical performances of German
prisoners in Nagoya, in particular on the process and program of the concerts from December
1918 to June 1919, in order to evaluate their presence in the context of Western music

reception in local modern cities in Japan.
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Tbvy (KIE104E3 H). YYRURAR (RE1THSH), 794 2X5— (KIE1245H) LETH %,
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EZE, 1922 CRIE 1D R 1A 29 HICREHFE THRANICHERICE NS CNR 2011 : 25),

8 TRTERRAR IR 65 1918 CKIET7) 4F 10 H (204) 5 :37-38,

?  “aus 22 Gefangenen bestehendes Streichorchester mit selbstgebautem Klavier und Orgel,* Riifer/Rungas 1964:62.
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B &, BRACHEAIERIEZ & D0 ARBORIEIC DV TIEHT 2001, 2003 BXUY 279 A b [F22A « RA VIR
W2 ) ITIBI S NAWHIC KB P 28K

""“Neun Monate stand im Lager ein Piano zur Verfiigung, das bei Orchesterauffiihrungen mit verwandt wurde. Musik, Gesang,
Malerei, Tsingtau Projekt.

"2 R R ST R U S L— RO R 45 & Tl 2 iZE L2 0 B OS5 AT ROPICHCCH O 2 LT
(GG 2010 @ 28),
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"*Die Kosten der Instrumente wurde meist durch freiwillige Spenden im Lager gedeckt,” “Nur wenige Instrumente waren Liebes-
gaben,” Musik, Gesang, Malerei, Tsingtau Projekt.

O S TR L A5 B WIEREREE £ O D B R GRS N TV ALY, HiR I C ORENEIN TV S, T4
JRH) 1918 CKIET) 412 48 H 1 5,
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Rufer, Helmut, Wolf Rungas. 1964. Handbuch der Kriegsgefangenenpost Tsingtau. Spielberger: Poststempelgilde ,Rhein-Donau” e.
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Toeche-Mittler, Joachim. 1975. Die Geschichte unserer Marschmusik, IIl. Teil: Armeemérsche. Neckergemiind: Kurt Vorwinckel

Verlag.

vrJYA b
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Die Verteidiger von Tsingtau und ihre Gefangenschaft in Japan (1914 bis 1920) . Historisch-biographisches Projekt von
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