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Research report: Autumn Grasses Screen by Ogata Korin in Heiken-ji Temple

Forty years ago, Daihonzan Kawasaki Daishi Heiken-ji Temple
in Kanagawa purchased the Autumn Grasses Screen by Ogata
Korin(1658-1716). Although this screen is not famous or rare enough
to display in an exhibition, it is still very important, as researchers
can examine this work to clarify Kérin's painting chronology,
especially during his early career. The present study presents key
discussion points related to this screen from observation; it also
explores earlier influences of Korin's painting.

The two-panel folding screen, mounted with gold leaves overall,
has a diagonal composition of painted grasses and flowers, ranging
from spring to autumn. The left panel includes the sign “Hokkyo
Korin” and the seal “7ry6”. An appraisal by the Japanese painter
Yasuda Yukihiko is attached this screen. The provenance of the work,
prior to its acquisition by a Ginza antiques dealer, is unknown. The
screen was designated a Kawasaki City Important Historical Property
on October 30, 1983. It was fully restored in 2010 and remains in
good condition.

First, both the sign and the seal are similar to those in one of
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HONDA Mitsuko

Korin's masterpieces, /ris Screens, indicating that it was painted
relatively early in his career; the letters are also imbalanced. Second,
I compare the technique used to draw the grasses and flowers with
Korin's important work, Flowers and Grasses of the Four Seasons.
Given the crude depictions and unskillful technique, it is possible that
Korin's atelier painted the screen, rather than Korin himself. Third,
the composition has many points in common with Kérin's two-panel
screens, suggesting that that this screen may have painted as a single
original, rather than a pair of screens. Finally, although this screen
may not be Korin's own hand-painted work, its existence is highly
significant because Korin's early works are scarce. Korin painted
several Autumn Grasses Screens, which reflect the process through
which he adopted the styles of earlier painters, Tawaraya Sotatsu and

Kitagawa Sosetsu.
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