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Bias of the performer's musical performance impressions
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The aim of this study was to examine performer's bias by collecting impressions of videos
of quartet performances using the semantic differential (SD) method and comparing the mean
of the viewer's scores to that of performer's scores. The performance was the third movement
of Schumann's Piano Quartet (Op.47) performed by collegiate quartet. They played that in
junior and senior years at university. The order of watching the movies was junior year, then
senior year. Impressions after watching the videos were investigated using the SD method.
The final variables were 23. The primary factors of quartet performance were completeness,
expressiveness, technical ability, proficiency, harmonicity, interpretation of the music, and
emotion. The mean bias of the performers was shown to be 15 variables. The individual
performer bias was seven variables for violin, followed by twelve variables for cello, fifteen
variables for viola and eighteen variables for piano. The results of this study suggested that
people may use the completeness as a criterion when evaluating a performance. Viewers
are likely to evaluate the entire performance, whereas performers are likely to evaluate the
individual performances and the whole piece separately. The bias of the performers shown
in this study may provide insight into what the performers consider important things for

reflection.
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