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“Disordered” Structure in the work of Gyorgy Ligeti {Désordre)

B

NIWA Natsuki

Gyorgy Ligeti's {Désordre) (1985), the first etude in the first volume of his etudes for
piano, is constructed of the operation of sound density that is clearly manifested in its rhythmic
structure. Focusing on the rhythmic structure of the work, this article defines the degree of the
density of the accented notes within a unit time, referred as “horizontal density.” The analysis
based on this horizontal density permits the understanding of two key aspects of the work: the
first, "the change in tempo felt due to expansion/contraction of sound patterns," and the second,
“the asymmetric length divisions of the beats." In sum, it is recognizable that the complex overall
structure of the work is formed by the compounds composed of simple elements coupled with

the operation of sound density.
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