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Picture Album of the 1ale of Genji by Tosa Mitsuoki in the Private Collection in Nagasaki prefecture:

A focus on the Scene of Lady Ukifune Appreciating a Picture on an Armrest

This paper presents Picture Album of the Tale of Genji by Tosa Mitsuoki
in the Private Collection in Nagasaki prefecture. This album includes
two volumes. The first volume embodies 26 stories and the latter
volume embodies 28 stories in a chronological order. Each story
includes a picture and a short extract without signature. The pictures
are painted primarily using ink with some gold and colors.

Certain scenes from the Tale of Genji are painted frequently;
however, this album is unique in that it focuses on rarely depicted
scenes and demonstrates the details of the story.

The scene of Lady Naka-no-kimi comforting Lady Ukifune and
letting her show a picture is of particular importance. In almost all of
the paintings detailing this scene, a picture is on the floor; however,
this album places the picture on the armrest following the extract.
This passage cannot be found in general Genji texts but Genji-mo-

nogatari-zu-ekotoba, which are manuscripts suggesting the scene
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that should be painted. This album is significant because the picture
reveals a concrete connection with the Ekotoba.

The painter is presumed to have been a student of Tosa school
possibly between the mid 17th and 18th century. This album reflects
the aspects of the age when many people enjoyed the Genji stories in

various works.
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