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Summary

The Modern City and Solitude
—Painting as an extension of the body—

Ayana Shiraishi

For the author, drawing is a way to gain social connections.

Today’ s information overload is convenient, but it also makes us take
in more than we need. When I was exhausted by this modern society, I suddenly
stopped by a convenience store late at night and felt a sense of relief
from the lights. This experience became the driving force behind my
depiction of the late—night urban landscape.

The author walks around the city late at night in search of silence, but
not in search of solitude. It may sound contradictory, but I go out in search
of the most comfortable place for me, where I can maintain connections with
people but not be isolated. By selecting only the necessary information
from the landscape and painting it, I believe I can express the relationship
between myself and the city.

The purpose of this research is to discover more possibilities of
pictorial expression by focusing on the very act of making the relationship
between oneself and the city exist through painting, and searching for its
meaning. The author’s motif is the modern city, and he is attempting to
express his own complex feelings about the city in his paintings.

In Chapter 1, I will first explain the background of my work and my
feelings toward cities. Then, I will discuss the historical background and
realistic expression of the subject matter of urban suburbs in the first
half of the 20th century in the U.S. as a comparison of the author’ s works.
In this way, the author’s relationship with the urban landscape will be
clarified from his own subjective perspective and his own existence as seen
from the city. As a result, it was found that the author drew urban
landscapes as a means to recognize his own relationship with society, and
that the landscapes he drew were perceived through his body. In Chapter
2, I discuss the meaning of the act of painting one’ s own inner world through
Merleau-Ponty’ s phenomenology and Marshall McLuhan’s “expansion of the

body. In Chapter 3, I will analyze the author’ s production process in detail
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and touch upon the techniques and materials that can be said to be part
of the author’ s body. In this way, I examine how the extended parts of the
body described in Chapter 2 function. Chapter 4 is a summary of this paper
and a description of the author’s works produced in the doctoral course.

As the work to be examined in this research, I created a work using a
gas station as a motif. In the work, I envisioned resonance with strangers
as well as the author.

In conclusion, for me, direct participation in a group of people or an
organization does not mean contact with society, but indirect contact with
others who are also strangers. For me, it is a way to connect with society

or to depict the city, to feel empathy with strangers.
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