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Western Musical Instruments at National Expositions in Meiji Japan:
Focusing on the Suzuki Violin
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In Meiji Japan, the production of western musical instruments began in the 1880s.
Masakichi Suzuki, founder of the Suzuki Violin, was one of the pioneers. As a shamisen maker,
he made a violin by copying an example in 1889 in Nagoya. Establishing a violin factory by the
division of labor, he had approximately 80 % national market share in violins after 1898. The
Suzuki Violin was highly rated at various national expositions and fairs. Suzuki made full use of
these prizes for selling.

In this article, we examined the role of national expositions in the development of the
production of violins, which had never been systematically explored. Having an entrepreneurial
mind, Suzuki developed his factory according to the criteria of the judgment of expositions. He
succeeded in providing low price string instruments for Japanese people and later exported

them on a large scale during the First World War.
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